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Michigan’s Life Sciences Report is the Michi-
gan Economic Development Corporation’s news-
letter about Michigan’s Life Sciences industry. 
MEDC is in the business of helping businesses 
succeed in Michigan by serving as a one-stop 
resource for business retention, expansion and 
relocation projects. Michigan is already a major 
bio-state. We have over 300 life sciences com-
panies, ranking 10th in the nation, with sales 
of life sciences products nearing $2 billion a 
year. The sector also supports more than 16,500 
employees, pushing Michigan to 4th nationally 
in the number of high-tech workers. 

If you would like to receive this bimonthly 
newsletter electronically, please send your e-mail 
address to oakesd@michigan.org.

Stryker to Market 
OP-1 in Europe
Stryker Corporation, based in Kalamazoo, has 
been granted marketing authorization by the 
European Commission for Osteogenic Protein 
1 (OP-1) in the 15 member countries of the 
European Union. Osteogenic Protein 1 is Stryk-
er’s patented recombinant human protein that 
induces bone formation. The approved prod-
uct is a combination of the OP-1 protein and 
a collagen carrier. The product is wetted to 
form a paste that is surgically implanted into 
the bone defect. More information can be found 
at www.strykercorp.com 

ISSYS Inc. Receives $2.75 Million from MLSC 
THE AWARD IS DEDICATED TO COMMERCIALIZING MEMS (Micro Electro-Mechanical Systems) 
fl uid monitoring and control systems that use Coriolis mass fl ow, the most accurate fl ow 
metering technique. What makes ISSYS’ systems different is that they are made on microchip 
scale, using micro-tubes as small as 1/10th of a human hair, integrated sensing and actuation 
mechanisms and on-board electronics.

These products start with the least complex devices, density meters, to mass fl ow sensors, 
and build towards the more complex systems such as mass fl ow controllers and multi-parameter 
fl uidic analysis lab-on-chip systems.

The ISSYS project was one of 12 commercial proposals to receive funding from the Michi-
gan Life Sciences Corriodr (MLSC), a billion-dollar effort underscoring Michigan’s commit-
ment to the life sciences. According to Doug Rothwell, chairman of the Life Sciences Steering 
Committee, “ISSYS’ proposal is an ideal example of the type of innovative efforts we are 
trying to grow in Michigan through the Life Sciences Corridor.”

Speaking about the award, Dr. Najafi , ISSYS president and CEO, said, “The state of Michi-
gan has been very supportive of small companies within the Life Sciences. Their proactive 
involvement, and that of the MLSC and Michigan Economic Development Corporation, is 
making a huge difference to emerging technologies like ours.” More information can be found 
at www.mems-issys.com

BIO2001 EXHIBITION 

BIO2001, THE WORLD’S LARGEST BIOTECHNOLOGY EXPOSITION, is the latest stage for 
Michigan’s Life Sciences Corridor (MLSC). A team of over 70 representatives from Michigan, 
drawn from businesses, universities, research institutions and economic development groups, 
represented the state at the San Diego event June 24–27. This diverse group representing all 
sectors of the life sciences industry promoted the state as well as their organizations in the 
2000 sq. ft. booth.

“The MEDC’s objectives for the Corridor include building communication and growing 
enthusiasm for the life sciences in Michigan. Being so well represented at BIO2001 is proof 
that we are achieving our goals,” said Raili Kerppola, managing director of MLSC.

GLITEC—NASA DEAL

MEDC and the Great Lakes Industrial Technology Center (GLITeC), NASA’s Midwest Regional 
Technology Transfer Center, announced that GLITeC has selected MEDC as a State Affi liate. 
The advantages of the program include the opportunity to link Michigan’s life sciences companies 
to the most promising NASA technologies available for commercialization. MEDC will soon 
begin identifying companies in the state that are active in areas of the life sciences suitable 
for licenses or agreements involving NASA Glenn Research technologies. More information 
can be found at http://www.battelle.org/glitec/


